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Who are Soya UK?

Seed merchants based in Hampshire specialising in 

niche crops

Involved in Soya, Lupins, Triticale, Forage mixtures & 

Millet.

Also do specialist work for plant breeders, involving 

breeders maintenance of varieties, early multiplication, 

and international representation of varieties.



Soya in the UK to date 

Several thousand hectares grown between 1998 
and 2003.  From 2003 to 2009, very little soya was 
grown, due to poor prices and subsidy 
disadvantages.  As of 2010, we have just begun to 
increase the soya acreage again.

During 2010 and 2011, we did further seed 
production and development on the agronomy 
programme, and in Spring 2012 we expect to place 
a significantly increased acreage.  Potential 
acreage is huge.



What has changed?
Five things;

• From 2005 to 2011, the price doubled from £165/t to £400/t.  Whilst 
other crops have been highly variable in value, the Soya market 
has seen a continuing steady rise.  This is due to ever increasing 
world demand.  This is a long-term increase, without the variability 
seen in the cereals markets, so high prices in the long term.

• New, better varieties. The varieties available now are light-years 
ahead of the varieties available 10 years ago.  They offer earlier 
harvests, excellent yields and quality.

• Introduction of the SFP in 2005, meant no more IACS penalty for 
growing oilseeds.  Although a nitrogen-fixing bean, Soya is classed 
as an oilseed and was disadvantaged as a result.  The SFP  
removed a disadvantage of around £50 per acre (£125/Ha)

• Other spring crops have reduced in their relative values.  Many 
other spring options are no longer available, or are less attractive 
than they were 5 years ago.

• Rising nitrogen values make Soya’s nitrogen legacy more valuable 
to the following crop.





European breeders have different 

breeding criteria for lower heat 

units, different latitudes, standing 

ability and early harvest.

This gives us good adaptation for 

Northern European conditions

Photo;

Terminal inflorescence breeding 

lines, Kiev.



Breeding for the UK
•Earliness

•Yield

•Standing Ability



GM Soya

 

World Production of Soya 2008 (221 million tonnes) 
USA      33% 
Brazil     28% 
Argentina    21% 
Rest of the World (incl. China) 18% 

 
 GM Plantings in 2008 

USA   92% 
Brazil  65% 
Argentina 99% 

 

78% of world plantings are GM, so whether you agree or disagree with the 

principals of GM use, the simple fact is that GM varieties now dominate world 

soya production.  If you specifically want genuine non-GM soya, you will pay a 

substantial premium for traceable, non-gm soya.

Soya UK is 100% non-GM as is the rest of the EU.



Growing, harvesting and storing the crop

•Easy to grow (once established)

•Good break crop and leguminous, so little or no 

nitrogen needed.

•Reasonable choice of weed control options

•Once mature the crop is resistant to bad 

weather, so suits the UK climate

•Easy to harvest















Marketing the crop - straightforward

•UK importation of roughly 3 million tonnes per yr

•Vast majority (2.75 m t) used for animal feed

•Good, high volume, high value market

•Simple, easy to achieve quality criteria

•Various buyers ready & willing to buy in volume

•GM free & traceable

•Opportunity for high value human consumption if 

you can get the volume of orders

•Long-term high values will make it an attractive 

crop
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